
     On Tuesday, August 5th, the Retiree Development Group 
(RDG) held its 23rd Annual Stan Marshall Sitdowners Golf 
Outing at Brookwood Golf Club. It was a beautiful, sun-filled 
day. Twenty-two teams came out to enjoy a great day of golf 
in honor of Stan Marshall and our UAW Sitdowners, who 
took on General Motors to gain respect and dignity in the 
workplace. A great union was formed – the UAW – because
of their brave action.
      Golfers arrived early and started their day off with coffee 
and donuts as they were coming in to register, then getting 
team pictures taken before finding their golf carts. 
     As participants rounded the golf course, they were treated 
with a hot dog, chips and a drink, along with a sleeve of golf 
balls at the turn. There were contests for both men’s and 
women’s longest drives, and a men’s and women’s closest-
to-the-pin contest with a $75 prize for each. There was also 
a putting contest. As each ball was putted into the cup, that 

Captain Dick Gagner, Randy Jones, 
Mike Sandborn, and Bob Langskroewer

Captain David Besaw, John Hunter, 
Paul Casper, and Jael Prince

Captain Tim McGraw, Steve Burton, 
Matt Lanczak, and Mike Walker

MEN’S CLOSEST TO THE PIN

Paul Clasper
MEN’S LONGEST DRIVE

Dennis Beach

WOMEN’S CLOSEST TO THE PIN

Hazel Bradshall
WOMEN’S LONGEST DRIVE

Addnetta McClinton

See Pages 5 & 6 for more Golf Outing Photos

person received a ticket placing them in the 50/50 
drawing.   
    The course was in excellent condition, and 
everything ran smoothly. Many thanks to the 
Brookwood staff and our volunteers who did a great 
job making sure everyone had what they needed to 
enjoy a great day of golf.                                           
    The event concluded with a banquet, where prizes 
were awarded for first place, second place and third 
place, along with skins. Each golfer’s name was placed 
into a drawing and prizes were given out. A 50/50 
drawing, drawing for lotto ticket board, and a booze 
cooler were held. Participants reflected on another 
successful outing – one that honored tradition while 
forging new memories.
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Retiree Development Group Volunteers (L/R): Gene Ridley,
Kathy Otto, Marv Hardenberg, Cathy Gairhan (standing), 
Sherri Russell, Barb Young, and Rick Adams
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Team Tim McGraw
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Joey Huffman
PUTT-PUTT WINNER

Mark Hanner
BOOZE COOLER WINNER
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Fighting For Vulnerable Americans
  We have our work cut out for us before the 2026 mid-year 
elections. I will continue to keep you informed of what’s going 
on with Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security, etc.
  The Republicans are hoping that we will fall asleep. The 
Budget and Tax Cut Bill that was signed into law guts health 
care that millions of older Americans rely on just to pad 
the pockets of the ultra-wealthy. The Republican Budget 
Reconciliation bill was signed into law includes the largest 
health care and tax cuts in United States history, with trillions in 
tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans and corporations. As you 
already know, it adds $3.3 trillion to our nation’s deficit. 
  Alliance for Retired Americans Executive Director Richard 
Fiesta released a press statement detailing some of the ways this 
legislation will harm older Americans, including:

•	 The deep Medicaid cuts put 1.4 million nursing home 
residents in harm’s way. More than half of nursing homes 

will have to cut staff, and one in four may shut down 
entirely, leaving families scrambling to provide care for 
loved ones.

•	 Low-income seniors and people with disabilities 
will pay more for prescription drugs and Medicare 
premiums, forcing them to choose between health care 
and other basic needs.

•	 6.5 million older Americans could lose food assistance 
due to 20 percent cut to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).

•	 Accelerates Social Security and Medicare 
insolvency by one year.

•	 Creates a new loophole for drug corporations that 
prevents Medicare from negotiating lower prices for some 
high-cost prescription drugs.

•	 300 hospitals, especially in small towns and rural 
communities, are at risk of closing or slashing services, 
forcing Americans of all ages to travel farther and wait 
longer for care.

•	 Because the bill increases the deficit, it triggers $490 
billion in cuts to Medicare over ten years (that is the key 
folks) which will make it harder for beneficiaries to get the 
care they need at a price they can afford since doctors and 
hospitals may curtail services or stop accepting patients 
with Medicare. they are hoping that we will fall asleep. Stay 
focused.

  The bill, which the Senate passed, would reverse many of the 
health coverage gains of the Biden and Obama administrations, 
whose policies made it easier for millions of people to access 
health care and reduced the U.S. uninsured rate to record lows.

by Jessie Collins
RETIREE CHAIRMANRETIREE CHAIRMAN

Hello My Sisters & Brothers,
  I hope all is well with you and your family.

An Eye On Politics

The HEADLIGHT is the voice of the Retirees Chapter 
of UAW Local 599. The purpose of this paper is to 
inform and educate the membership of issues of our 
Chapter and the community in which we live. Articles 
from members and stories about members are welcome. 
While your contributions are welcome, they should be 
constructive. At no time shall the Editor tolerate any 
defamatory remarks regarding policies of our Chapter, 
International Union, or UAW person or persons. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit any article for clarity and/
or length. Opinions reflected in signed articles do not 
necessarily reflect the position or opinions of the Chapter.
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ATTENTION: All Retiring UAW EMPLOYEES

Are You
Planning Your
Retirement?

We are your UAW Rollover specialists.

Michelle Gravelle, CFP
Investment Professional

Retirement Planning
IRAs
Rollovers
Early Buyouts
Whatever your financial needs,
we can help. There is no cost or
obligation for UAW members!

Serving UAW Members 
and their Families for

over 22 Years!

CALL MICHELLE TODAY
TO SCHEDULE YOUR

PERSONAL APPOINTMENT
Securities offered

through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC 1.800.668.7135
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MidMichiganMidMichigan
Dental GroupDental Group

dentistry with a personal touch810.232.0300

Ask about ourAsk about our
FREEFREE

WHITENINGWHITENING
FOR LIFEFOR LIFE
Program!Program!

33 Bonding & Sealants
33 Implant Restorations
33 Cosmetic Contouring
33 Crowns and Bridges
33 Veneers
33 Whitening
33 Braces
33 Root Canal Therapy
33 Extractions
33 Dentures
33 Cosmetic Dentistry
33 Scaling and Root Planing
33 Fillings

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS
Comprehensive
Exam, X-Rays
and Cleaning
GM Insurance Accepted OFFER EXPIRES 9-30-25

on
ANY SERVICE

over $500
OFFER EXPIRES 9-30-25

SAVINGS

DR. TERRY A. POTTER & STAFFDR. TERRY A. POTTER & STAFF

FULL-SERVICE DENTISTRY...

1111 W. Hill Rd. • Suite B • Flint, MI 48507 • midmichigandentalgroup.com

$129 $100

by MARY SIMMONS

2nd VICE CHAIR2nd VICE CHAIR

Hello Brothers and Sisters,
   It’s the middle of August and I am starting to believe Trump’s 
reign of terror is never going to end until he’s gone. Like I said, 
I didn’t want him to die just go away and take J.D. Vance and 
over half of Congress and half of the Supreme Court also.
   When you see what this man has done so far, you can’t help 
but believe that he is a demon wearing a man’s skin. I mean who 
else would build detention camps for detainees, withhold aid to 
our children in schools with no money for lunches, HeadStart, 
cancer research and food stamps for people who can’t work; not 
to mention what he’s done to our veterans.
   Our world as we knew it is no more. We don’t have any 
respect or good relations with our fellow countries or allies. 
Those are just the tip of the iceberg.
   Don’t get me talking about his cabinet of fools and zealots. 
Lord, when will it end? With his continuing to back Israel’s plan 
to blatantly destroy the Palestinian people and remove them 
from their land that they had before Isreal invaded them; not to 
mention his love affair with Putin.
   So, tell me people again who are the ones affected by this B.S. 
tariff crap. WE ARE! If you don’t see it, you are as diabolical 

Our Democracy Dying

as the Repubs are. How can deporting all our immigrants help 
our country? No one to pick the crops, build the houses, fix the 
roads; in other words, keep our country running. Make it make 
sense to me.
   Okay, enough doom and gloom. I hope everyone has enjoyed 
their summer and this heat from hell. All I know is I believe 
each year it will get hotter and colder for longer periods. I hope 
no one has been affected too much by the smoke from Canada’s 
forest fires. 
  When we get to our meetings, we can plan our next two 
events. I hope everyone who went to the casino enjoyed the 
outing. We have another one coming up. 
   So now that I have given myself a headache talking about the 
state of our nation, I’m going to end this paper by saying we are 
all in this together, so let’s just pray it won’t get any worse.
Think Positive (LOL). Peace and Love

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING
UAW LOCAL 651 UNION HALL

on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.
If you need assistance, call Chairman Jessie Collins at 810-287-6612

or Recording Secretary Gene Ridley at 810-516-1773
If you have Benefits questions, call UAW Local 659 Benefit Rep.

at 810-232-4130, ext. 213

Pep Vehicle Purchase................................... www.gmfamilyfirst.com
Gm Vehicle Purchase......................................................800-235-4646
Gm Parts Discount....................................... 855-462-2737 (Prompt 5)
If you live in Genesee County and need an attorney, we recommend...

Davis Vision........ 888-672-8393
Delta Dental....... 800-942-0667
Flexible
 Spending Acct... 866-567-3993
Medicare............ 800-633-4227
Physical Therapy.888-636-8786
Retiree Health
 Care Connect.... 866-637-7555

Silver Sneakers
www.silversneakers.com

TruHearing.......... 844-320-5420
UAW Legal
 Service.............. 800-482-7700
United Auto
 Workers........... www.uaw.org

UAW Trust.................................................................866-637-7555
 Ford / General Motors /	 www.uawtrust.org
 Stellantis (formerly FCA/Chrysler)

Elder/Child Care Resources.......................................800-733-3702

GM Benefits and Sevices...........................................800-489-4646
www.gmbenefits.com

GM Benefits TTY.......................................................877-347-5225

MetLife......................................................................888-543-3461
Group Life Insurance • Basic, Dependents & Optical

Supplement Life Insurance

Social Security Administration..................................800-772-1213
www.SA.gov

“NEW” UnitedHealthcare..........................................844-320-5021
 Medicare Advantage Plan (Medical Benefits)

“NEW” UnitedHealthcare......................................... 855-409-0219
 Medicare Rx	 www.uawtrustpdp.com
 (Optum Rx – Prescription Drug Benefits)

Blue Cross/ Blue Shield.............................................877-832-2829
www.bcbsm.com

— IMPORTANT NUMBERS & WEBSITES —

— DISCOUNTS —

Brian L. Walker (800) 826-0101
UAW Legal Service Lawyer

John Chowning (810) 695-2110
Workers Compensation Lawyer

FIND LOCAL 599 UPDATES AT...
region1d.uaw.org/uaw-local-599/login

&
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by GENE RIDLEY
RECORDING SECRETARYRECORDING SECRETARY
  Well, summer is nearing an end, and 
we are halfway through August. I hope 
all of you are having a terrific summer, 

whether you have been traveling, visiting relatives, friends or 
just enjoying being home or up on the lake.
   Soon, we will be getting back to our regular order of business, 
attending our Chapter meetings, and seeing old friends. I want 
to remind you that our Chapter meetings will be starting up 
September 24, 2025, 10:00 a.m., at the UAW Local 651 Union 
Hall. I hope to see everyone back and in good health.
RDG Stan Marshall 23rd Annual Sit Downers Golf Outing
  On August 5th, the annual Stan Marshall Sit Downers 
Golf Outing took place and it was a great day, with plenty of 
sunshine and lots of golf. I was so proud to see so many of our 
retirees participating in this event. 
  This outing has two goals, and that is to honor our Sitdowners 
and to raise money for retiree activities that are both fun and 
affordable. I say thank you to all our volunteers and to those 
who participated, along with all our sponsors. Without them, we 
could not have had such a great outing. Also, our thanks go to 
Roma’s Pizzeria for the great food served.
Politics
  Well, we are almost a year away from the November mid-
term elections, and soon the air waves will be filled with all 
kinds of campaign rhetoric and promises. I, for one, am

not looking forward to all of that.	
  There is so much riding on these elections and the results 
will, I believe, define who we are as a country and how we will 
be governed. Will we as the working class and seniors have a 
voice and a say, or will the rich and powerful take full control? 
These are the decisions we all must face when we go to the polls 
and decide who we are going to vote for.
  So, I’m asking all of you to talk with family, friends and 
neighbors and fact check the information before you make any 
decisions. With all this AI stuff out there, it is easy for anyone to 
put false information out.
  Again, I will be trying to get as much true information to you 
as possible over the course of the coming year.
  Stay safe and I hope to see you at our next Chapter meeting.

Big enough to serve all your needs.
Small enough to care.

to all
UAW

MEMBERS
and their

IMMEDIATE
FAMILY

also available
with the

Pink Lady’s
Slipper
Florist

in downtown
Swartz Creek

6063 Fenton Road, Grand Blanc, MI 48507
Jennifer Sharp Scully, Manager

810.694.4900
sharpfuneralhomes.com

— ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS —
Fenton Chapel  810.629.9321
Linden Chapel  810.735.7833

Miller Rd. Chapel  810.635.4411

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Paskel, Tashman & Walker, PC
800.826.0101ATTORNEYS

AT LAW

BRIAN L. WALKER ATTORNEY AT LAW

is at the UAW LOCAL 651 UNION HALL
TUESDAYS: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

and the LOCAL 659 UNION HALL
TUESDAYS: 12:00 noon - 3:00 p.m.

FOR LEGAL REPRESENTATION SPECIALIZING IN:
Divorce • Medical/Dental Malpractice • Slip & Fall • Social Security
Bankruptcy • Drunk Driving • License Restoration • Wills • Trusts

Probate • Workers’ Comp • Custody • Criminal Defense

Members may submit one ad, fifteen words or less, by
10:00 a.m. on the last Wednesday of every month.

Email to: riddler07@comcast.net
or mail GENE RIDLEY: 4034 W. Dodge Rd., Clio, MI 48420

FREE LISTINGS
for Local 599 Chapter Members
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RDG members (L/R) Rick Adams, Kathy Otto and  Cathy Gairhan

photos continued from front page

Gwen Wafford and 
Billie Henderson 

RDG volunteer
  Marv Hadenburg
  provides golf
    balls to outing
    participants
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to all who showed up & made 
this a great event!
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(L-R) Cathy Cook,
John Reding,

and Barb Young
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Sheriff Chris Swanson
invites you to join the

Biggest Candy Givawayin Genesee County!


